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RESEARCH NARRATIVE

Research Report for Piang Dao Mind Resort, Chiang Mai, Thailand

This report is a compilation of researched information pertaining to the above project. It is a working 

document intended to inspire the design and artworks for the development. It addresses research in the 

areas of history, culture, environment, and/or the social aspects of the site and its surrounding region. This 

report serves as a guide to the clients and all the design consultants in determining aspects that one would 

want to specifically focus on for this project and should be subjected to  further research. The research 

guide in the introduction will also provide the stages of research that should be undertaken which may 

include meetings, discussions and/or work sessions with academics, experts or specialists, visiting and 

revisiting of sites at different times of the day, week, month or year, addressing a more in-depth experiential 

research of the places, and searching for more in-depth written and photographic information of the 

focused areas.. 
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PROJECT INTRODUCTION

Locus for the Body, Sanctuary for the Mind

Contrary to its name, a mind resort may not necessarily be a place where you zone out, but it is definitely 
a place to slow down. Beginning as a drinking conversation between a circle of seasoned friends, Piang
Dao has since matured to be a Mind Resort, probably the first of its kind in Asia.

In 2007, the Shareholders of Piang Dao acquired a tired orchard 1.5 hour drive north from Chiang Mai, 
Thailand, nondescript but serving the Board’s then modest aim which was, to have in one’s limited life time, 
create a meaningful piece of work, a legacy, that may benefit the community and future generations. The 
intention is to contribute beyond money and time and become a catalyst to a new way of envisaging 
recreation, of rest, of mentorship, of being intellectually fulfilled in one’s lifetime. Apart from the critical 
functions of feeding gourmet fare and keeping the inhabitants (a high percentage of work-crazed 
professionals) suitably out of telecommunications range, Piang Dao seeks to provide an Epicurean Locus 
for the Body, and au naturel Sanctuary for the Mind. The Body grounds in a backdrop of earth, sky, water, 
mountains while the mind settles amongst cool climes.

The realm of the Mind Resort stretches over 22.5 rai(3.6 hectare) of Freehold Land and 36.5 rai(5.84 
hectare) of Leasehold Land and requires years to fully present itself to the world in its resurrected form in 
relation to Professor Weller’s generous contribution to this project ‘Chiang Dao. First Impressions’.

Inspired by his ideas and driven by the secret agenda to practice CKOA’s design direction, Art as 
Contemplative Place, (the publications will also be out end of this year) Piang Dao: A Mind Resort maybe 
simplified into the following Places:
1. Museum of Contemplation
2. Research Centre
3. Oval Lyceum 
4. Lychee Lyceum
5. Artist’s Studios
6. Residential Villas
7. A Philosophical Path
8. Thinking, Drinking & Meditation (TDM) pavillions



PIANG DAO MIND RESORT, CHIANG MAI, THAILAND
COLIN K. OKASHIMO AND ASSOCIATES/LAND STUDIO 8/               / ENVIRO PRO

Documentedi. Ai Wei Wei’s Studio
Documentedh. Badeschiff or “bathing ship” in Berlin, Germany
Documentedg. Fansworth House by Mies Van Der Rohe

Documenteda. Doi Chiang Dao Thailand Influence4. 

Documentedf. Therme Vals by Peter Zumthor
Documentede. Villarrica National park, Chile

Documentedj. The Land Foundation 
In progressi. The Stone Museum  by Kengo Kuma

Documentedh. The Colony in Peterborough, New York
In progressg. Chapel of Nôtre Dame du Haut and Villa Savoye by Le Corbusier
In progressf. Noguchi Museums in Mure and Long Island

Documentede. Golden Temple (Kinkaku-ji) in Kyoto
Documentedd. Stourhead in England 
Documentedc. Martin School for the 21st Century at Oxford University
Documentedb. Harvard University’s Dumbarton Oaks in Washington DC
Documenteda. The Rockefeller Centre in Bellagio on Lake Como, Italy Comparative Places 3.

Documentedc. Aristotle- Lyceum
Documentedb. Plato- Academy
Documenteda. Epicurus - Epicureanism Epicureanism / Lyceum2.

In progressb. Chiang Dao Cave

In progressl. Panya Project- Permaculture
Documentedk. Pun-Pun – Seed Saving Centre

Documentedc. Thinking, Drinking, Meditation (TDM)
Documentedb. Meditation, Contemplation, Place and Contemplative Place

Documentedc. Thai old houses for sale
Documentedd. Elephant Camp
In progresse. Wat Ched Yod (Seven Spires Temple)
In progressf.  Wat Tham Pha Plong

Documenteda. Mind ResortDefinitions1. 

In progressb. Tamarind Village, Chiang Mai
In progressc. Veranda Chiangmai - The High Resort

Documentedd. The Chedi, Chiang Mai 

In progressa. Rachamankha Hotel, Chiang MaiOther Design Reference5.

In progressg. National parks

REMARKSSTATUSTOPICS

RESEARCH GUIDES
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PIANG DAO - A MIND RESORT & PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT

Philosophy Statement

The intended experience of Piang Dao is quite simply to relax and enjoy what life has to offer in a way that 
exemplifies a quiet simple existence. It is a place to come for an hour, a day, a week, a month, whatever 
depending on what one wants to experience and learn. 

The Museum of Contemplation (MOC) and Research Studios for Art and Design

i. To create a series of ‘only one of its kind’ places that induce one to slow down, pause…allowing 
ample time for a meaningful and memorable experience.

ii. Researching the place by utilizing both factual research and naturalistic enquiry, drawing upon 
the cultural, historical, environmental and social aspects of Chiang Dao and inspiring the 
architecture, landscape and sculpture. 

iii. Integrating the architecture,  landscape and sculpture as one by synthesizing, amalgamating, 
and fusing thereby developing  the architecture and landscape to strengthen the message of the 
sculpture and emerging the sculpture to inform the architecture and landscape.

iv. Publishing to create awareness by evolving the research into ‘a unique and credible story’ and 
involving academics and authorities in their respective fields resulting in an objective and 
engaging publication of Piang Dao 

v. We will pledge to do what’s right, seeking out only viable solutions that balance short term gains 
against long term interests thereby protecting the environment and integrating the community

vi. We will enjoy the process, nurturing a creative culture with a genuine love for fun, learning 
through doing and valuing a methodology of collaborating with all the people involved. 

Piang Dao – a mind resort

A.  Mind Resort
A place for the mind to be challenged or rested through contemplation, meditation and/or reflection. 
Epicureanism as a life of relaxing, thinking, eating, drinking, socializing   
An environment of unique accommodation, fresh food, generous drinks, and therapeutic massage.

B.  Learning and Research Centre & Library
A place for learning through mentoring. Allowing for informal discussions and long ‘wisdom’ walks. 
Informal evening presentations by visiting guests – academics, specialists, etc 
Community learning with the children of Piang Dao 
Researching Design and Art as a process and a new testing ground for ideas on creating contemplative 
places. Environments of Architecture, Interior, Water, Landscape and Art and how these can be integrated, 
fused and amalgamated.
‘Creative residency’ scholarships from 1 – 6 months’ time 

C.  Museum of Contemplation
A must see, must experience place for designers, architects, artists, body and mind experts, etc. to visit. 
Seeking regional recognition 
Theory and practice-based research models 
Showcasing the research, the processes, and the case studies of each environment
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DEFINITIONS
Mind Resor t & Thinking, Drinking, Meditation (TDM)

Mind 
Source: The Oxford Dictionary 2nd Edition1989

• The seat of a person’s consciousness, thoughts, volitions, and feelings; the system of cognitive and 
emotional phenomena and powers that constitutes the subjective being of a person; also, the 
incorporeal subject of the psychical faculties, the spiritual part of a human being; the soul as 
distinguished from the body.

• A person regarded abstractly as the embodiment of mental qualities (thoughts, feelings, dispositions, etc)
• The healthy or normal condition of the mental faculties, loss or impairment of which constitutes insanity; 

one’s reasons or ‘wits’.   
• A name given to cresent-shaped ornaments in Ireland, supposed to have been used as diadems.
• (to be) in mind: the state of being remenbered
• to speak one’s mind: to express one’s sentiments candidly or plainly, to speak freely
• to fulfil one’s mind: to accomplish one’s purpose, satisfy one’s desire
• To set one’s mind on: to bend one’s energies towards accomplishing or attaining (an object)

Resort
Source: Source: The Oxford Dictionary 2nd Edition1989

• A place to which persons repair.
• To rebound, retire, go out.
• To return to oneself; to revert to a former condition or custom.
• To return to a subject or matter; also, to go back in a discourse or in time.
• To turn, direct one’s attention, to a subject.
• To retire or withdraw into (a place).
• To frequent, to haunt (a place).

Mind Resort
Source: Dr Richard Weller, ‘The Mauritius Project – Top Down and Bottom Up’.

• “intellectual resorts” places where the pleasure of the mind is offered in a similar way to pleasure for the 
body 

• a place where the life of a novel and the life of a great lecture were “normal” daily events, occurring as 
part o the menu

• combines conference centre, resort, think tank, academy, ashram etc into one amalgam

Think
Source: The Oxford Dictionary 2nd Edition1989

• To form in the mind, conceive (a thought, etc); to have in the mind as a notion, an idea, etc; to do in the 
way of mental action.

• To exercise the mind, esp. the understanding, in any active way; to form connected ideas of any kind; to 
have, or make, a train of ideas of pass through the mind, to meditate, cogitate.

• To call to mind; to consider, reflect upon; to recollect, remember, bear in mind.
• To be of opinion, hold the opinion, believe, deem, judge, apprehend, consider; usually, to believe 

without any great assurance, to regard it as likely, to have the idea, to suppose; in reference to a future 
event.

Drink
Source: The Oxford Dictionary 2nd Edition1989

• To take (liquid) into the stomach; to swallow down, imbibe, quaff.
• To take into the mind, esp. by the eyes or ears, with the eager delight of one who satisfies physical 

thirst; to listen to, gaze upon, or contemplate with rapture.
• To swallow down or imbibe water or other liquid, for nourishment or quenching of thirst.
• To take alcoholic or intoxicating liquor, either convivially, or to gratify appetite.  
• To muse over or reflect upon; to consider, study, ponder.

Meditate
Source: The Oxford Dictionary 2nd Edition1989

• To fix one’s attention upon; to observe with interest or intentness.
• To plan by revolving in the mind; to conceive, plan or design mentally.
• To exercise mental faculties in thought or contemplation.
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DEFINITIONS
Meditation, Contemplation, Place and Contemplative Place by Dr. Colin K Okashimo 

Contemplation

Again referring to the tenth edition of the Oxford English Dictionary, the word contemplate is defined as “to 
look at thoughtfully, think about profoundly and at length”.  The word derives from the Latin word 
contemplate, which means to survey or observe. Rebecca Krinke provides the most extensive definition of 
contemplation and uses the synonym reflect to clarify.  She states that to reflect “may better define 
contemplation for some of us, since these words intimate that the individual is engaged at a deep level with 
what they are viewing or considering.  Rather than being mindlessly entranced, we are actively involved.  
We may be seeking an answer, a new insight or understanding.  Contemplation indicates a deliberate 
attention, often implying a concentration on ideas, objects, or places that are somewhat outside our day-to-
day thoughts”. (2005, p. 2)

Her reference to deliberate attention to what is “outside our day-to-day thoughts” is a clearly defined aspect 
when evaluating if one had experienced a contemplative pause or moment. Drawing aspects from how 
meditation is defined and Krinke’s definition, I have combined the two to describe contemplation as “a clear, 
quiet, and calm state of the mind that induces insightful thoughts beyond one’s day-to-day concerns.”

Meditation

The tenth edition of the Oxford English Dictionary defines meditate as “focus one’s mind for a period of time”
and meditation as “the action or practice of meditating.” In Rebecca Krinke’s book Contemporary 
Landscapes of Contemplation she states that meditation is “learned and practiced.” (2005, p.1)  It means 
going beyond just pondering over one’s thoughts and implies a higher level of discipline as a consciously 
applied effort.

Robert A. F. Thurman, a Columbia University professor and one of the most influential Tibetan Buddhist 
scholars in the West, distinguishes between two different types of meditation: one is “calming meditation”
and the other is what he refers to as “insight meditation.”[1]

He defines calming meditation as “deep concentration states, culminating in a one-pointed trance, usually 
devoid of all sensory awareness or mental flow, though also able to entertain with great stability a fixed 
picture or even a full environment.”[2] In essence, it is thought-free concentration without expectation of any 
long term transformation.  

Insight or transforming meditation, he defines as “mindfulness insight (and) imaginatively creative 
visualizing meditations.  They are considered most important in psychological, intellectual and spiritual 
development [and] are closely related to reflective states.”[3]

Both calming and insight meditation, the means by which one meditates, are by maintaining the state of 
mindfulness, which is, the ability to remain in a relaxed but alert state thereby allowing one to experience 
and remain in the present moment as it is. 
Amalgamating the key aspects of the Oxford English Dictionary, Krinke’s and Thurman’s definition, 
meditation, for the purpose of this research, is understood to be “a practice to eliminate distractions of 
sensory perception and thoughts, in order for one to experience the immediate moment as it is”.

[1] http://www.contemplativemind.org/programs/academic/thurman.htmlThurman [2004].
[2] Ibid.
[3] Ibid.
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DEFINITIONS
Meditation, Contemplation, Place and Contemplative Place by Dr. Colin K Okashimo 

In determining the validity or appropriateness of one’s art when it relates to its context of place, Lippard
answers her own question of “what is enough?” as a way to determine if a place-specific work is successful.  
She states that the work needs to be:

“Specific enough to engage people on the level of their own lived experiences, to say something 
about the place as it is or was or could be.
Collaborative, at least from the extent of seeking information, advice and feedback from the 
community in which the work will be placed.
Generous and Open-Ended enough to be accessible to a wide variety of people from different 
classes and cultures, and to different interpretations and tastes.
Appealing enough, either visually or emotionally, to catch the eye and be memorable.
Simple and Familiar enough, at least on the surface, not to confuse or repel potential viewer-
participants.
Layered, Complex and Unfamiliar enough to hold people’s attention once they’ve been attracted, 
to make them wonder, and to offer ever deeper experiences and references to those who hang 
in.
Evocative enough to make people recall related moments, places, and emotions in their own 
lives.
Provocative and Critical enough to make people think about issues beyond the scope of the 
work.  To call into question superficial assumptions about the place, its history, and its use.”
(1997, p.286-287)

Such questioning by Lippard together with the amalgamated definition of place provides useful criteria to 
determine the validity of Noguchi’s case studies as well as self assess my own works.

Defining Place 
Defining the ever-evolving term place is critical as it forms an important part of my strategic processes in 
creating the meaningful aspect of the experiences of contemplation.  I have drawn upon notable scholars 
on the subject of place and have once again amalgamated a working definition for this research.

Marc Auge’s definition was chosen to be the core definition of place for this research as it is simple, direct 
and yet open ended enough to be flexible in its application.  One of the most important aspects of his 
definition is that he defines place with reference to physical space, which is invaluable when researching 
sited works that will be analysed relative to the experience of space.  He states that place is “a space, 
which is relational, historical and/or concerned with identity.” (Auge, 1995) 

Augmenting this definition is a clarification of place by Cameron Cartiere in her doctorate thesis completed 
in 2003.  Cartiere clearly articulates what constitutes space and how it differs from place.  Her research 
findings, through a naturalistic enquiry approach, have indicated that place is personal and that definitions 
varied widely.
In her analysis of the commonalities and variations of place definitions, she finds:

“…one common theme has risen quickly and strongly to the forefront – relationships.  Whether it 
is the relationship to a particular space, an event in a particular place, relationships to each 
other, or relationships within us: our response to place is directly related to the relationship we 
bring to, develop in, or derive from a particular space.  Place creates a web of relationships 
through which we can deepen our connections to self, family, community, and the environment.”
(2003, p.149)

Between Auge and Cartiere, I have amalgamated their two definitions to conclude that place is “a space 
which is relational from a historical, cultural, environmental or social context concerning itself with identity 
and fosters relationships through experience over time”. 

In my research on definitions of place, Lucy Lippard’s insights provided me with the significance of place.  
She takes the position that artists can be storytellers of the landscape unearthing history, culture or perhaps 
what could be its future.  Her idea is that artists need to “seek out new forms buried in social energies not 
yet recognized as art.” (1997, p. 290)
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DEFINITIONS
Meditation, Contemplation, Place and Contemplative Place by Dr. Colin K Okashimo 

He states “contemplation can take place, both within and without us, the nature of the environment should 
not matter to any great degree,” (2005, p. 15) He goes on to ask, “To what degree does the ability to 
concentrate depend on the environment, and to what degree does it lie with and within the individual?  Or, 
perhaps a more germane question is to ask at what stage, and in what way, does a designed environment 
support meditation?” (2005, p.14)

Yet, in reality, most people would find it difficult, if not impossible, to have a contemplative experience if they 
are at a busy traffic intersection unless one were trained and practiced in meditation techniques. In many 
situations there are too many stimuli, excessive disruptions and/or distractions.  Hence there would be a 
higher probability for the majority of people with lesser abilities in meditative practice, to experience 
contemplation within an atmosphere of relative calm as opposed to a noisy and disruptive one.  This is an 
assumed aspect of this research.

Marc Treib continues his argument which contests my definition of contemplative place when I make 
reference to the notion of a “meaningful” sense of calm.  He states “no place is created with meaning, 
despite any designer’s intention to do so”. (2005, p.15)  Supporting his position, Cartiere concludes that 
place is in fact very personal, dependent on individuals as well as what “we bring to, develop in, or derive 
from a particular space”. (2003, p.149)  Treib goes on to state that “the environment may serve as a 
stimulus, as subject, or as both, but significance ultimately derives from the interaction of people and place.”
(2005, p.15) and “that [since] meaning derives from the transaction between the perceiver and the place, 
significance becomes the by-product of that transaction, individually produced. “ (2005, p.15) 

I venture to disagree with Treib.  Even though significance is a “by-product of that transaction”, as an artist 
and a landscape architect I am of the opinion that one can design with significant meaning.  I believe that 
there exists a limitless potential of ideas and through a set of creative processes these ideas can be tested 
to increase the probability for the majority of people to experience a “meaningful sense of relative calm”.  
The vast majority will either understand or at least feel the appropriateness of the work in terms of its 
relevancy to its place, and at the same time experience a sense of calm to the point where they could 
engage in the work at a level focused on insightful thoughts, other than day-to-day concerns.  It is the 
specific testing out of this definition of contemplative place which is being investigated in this research and will be 
highlighted within the case studies of Noguchi as well as my own works.

Contemplative Place
Recalling the last two terms, contemplation as “a clear, quiet, and calm state of the mind that induces 
insightful thoughts beyond one’s day-to-day concerns” and place as “space which is relational from a 
historical, cultural, environmental or social sense concerning itself with identity and fosters relationships 
through experience over time”, I have defined contemplative place as being “a space where a meaningful 
sense of calm could be experienced”.  The term meaningful is defined as expressive and significant to its 
user and the relationships it fosters through its contextualizing of the work to be place-specific.  This means 
it should be serious and sincere in its intentions and yet suggestive, eloquent and pregnant with 
expressions of its context of place.

I propose that in order for contemplative place to exist the following prerequisite conditions need to be 
fulfilled.  The work must have: 
An environment of relative calm - that is conducive for a normal person to have insightful thoughts beyond 
one’s day-to-day concerns.
An identity specific to it’s location - to be distinctive and specific to its context by acknowledging or 
responding to its historical, cultural, environmental and/or social environment, circumstance or situation.
An opportunity for the work to foster relationships over time – thereby deepening one’s connection with 
one’s self, family, friends, community and/or environment.
This definition of contemplative place constitutes a contribution to new knowledge and I propose in this 
research to apply these aspects to both the selective sited works of Noguchi as well as my own.

Making Contemplative Places
At this point, it is pragmatic to question if it is reasonable to expect an artist to create a meaningful sense of 
relative calm that is specific to a place.
I propose that it is possible and that the case studies of Noguchi, as well as my own works, will attest to the 
fact that contemplative places can be created, of which the processes and strategies used are the tools of 
this research.
Marc Treib, Professor of Architecture at the University of California, Berkeley, and author of Noguchi in 
Paris, 2003 was a participant in Krinke’s forum on Contemporary Landscapes of Contemplation. Treib
argues with the opposite point of view that one could contemplate anywhere, even in the middle of a busy 
traffic intersection, and that “one does not need a garden as a vehicle” to reach a state of contemplation.
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Chiang Dao. First Impressions

I do not know what the client(s) intends to make of this site but I assume the idea is to make a family and 
friends retreat as a well as a commercially viable resort, perhaps one with a highbrow cultural dimension. 
Below are some thoughts on such a place in relation to the site.

The Program
What I think is needed in the tourist sector and might be of real value to the region is, for want of a better 
expression, a “mind resort”. For some this can mean emptying the mind as in the process of meditation and 
for others it might mean a place where ideas are developed and discourse conducted. It might also be a 
kind of health resort, a concept that also, holistically involves the mind. It should also, of course, be a 
pleasurable place – as in the Greek notion of Epicureanism. Epicureanism is these days associated with 
the culinary arts but its more than that: “Epicurus identified pleasure with tranquillity and emphasized the 
reduction of desire over the immediate acquisition of pleasure. In this way, Epicureanism escapes the 
preceding objection: while pleasure and the highest good are equated, Epicurus claimed that the highest 
pleasure consists of a simple, moderate life spent with friends and in philosophical discussion." As well as 
Epicurus, Plato and Aristotle both built their schools, the Lyceum and Academy, in gardens.  Aristotle in 
particular developed the notion of teaching and walking, something to perhaps build upon in the Chiang 
Dao development. But ‘gardens of knowledge’ are not only western:  most great Chinese and Japanese 
gardens for example, were exactly such places. In this sense what is being proposed here is not a new idea 
but a very old idea, one established well before industrial modernity separated work and pleasure. 

Anyway, in addition to all the predictable accoutrements of 5 star health and eco- resorts the Chiang Dao 
Project could be more of a regional or international cultural centre. Examples worth considering are The 
Rockefeller Centre in Bellagio on Lake Como, Italy where scholars from all fields apply to be “thinkers in 
residence” for a period of time. Another is Harvard University’s Dumbarton Oaks in Washington DC. Both 
are renowned for their landscape and garden settings but also for the content of the intellectual work that 
they facilitate.  Another exciting place is the James Martin School for the 21st Century at Oxford University, 
which emphasizes the advancement of sustainable, highly innovative technology. 

The Chiang Dao site could derive a model from precedents that is best suited to the South East Asian 
situation in the early 21st Century. It could tap into the academic, the arts and the business community but 
remain independent so as to position itself as a unique destination for the advancement of ideas. The 
intellectual aspects of the resort could involve endowments and Chiang Dao scholarships would then be 
granted by the academic, arts and business communities. These communities would in this sense offer 
sabbaticals to their brightest and most deserving employees, and, in the main, foot the bill. This would be 
marketed by the Chiang Dao Project to these communities as an investment in their intellectual property. 
Perhaps what will give this project an edge is to bring the scholarly and creative aspects of the program 
together with the public (independent paying guests): the former helping attract the latter, and the latter 
helping finance the former.  

And should this ambitious idea of a 21st Century mind resort flounder then the development simply retreats 
to a more conventional but nonetheless well designed eco-tourism health spa. Nothing wrong with that! The 
site planning and the design of the various structures should, in this regard, be flexible so as to suit different 
business models and different programming over time.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
First Impression by Prof. Richard J. Weller
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To create such a structure (which may or may not have a particular function – i.e. library, deck, teahouse, 
restaurant, lecture space etc) also then allows all the other necessary structures to step back from being 
architectural statements and just get on with being well designed, humble and functional structures carefully 
tailored to the site.

The accommodation for a site-specifically determined maximum number of guests and staff should be 
dispersed as in the notion of chalets or landscape pavilions but they should not be all of one type. They 
could be modular but they must vary to precisely suit their specific location within the overall site context. 
Every part of the site is subtly different and buildings should respond to these subtle differences.  It is 
beyond this note to discuss materials and architectural style etc but needless to say an architect of 
considerable distinction should be commissioned to develop an appropriate language – one superior to that 
with which we are familiar in resorts.

The landscape currently offers several distinct areas and these should be enhanced through plantings. The 
whole site needs a comprehensive planting strategy to create the main structure so that over time a 
gardener can fill in the details. The site requires far more green mass than it currently has and it is unlikely 
that all the current fruit trees (many of which are un-well) would be retained. The site needs a far more 
powerful sense of enclosure and clearer definition of vistas and spaces.  One area should be set aside for 
food production. The main site identity should be created by what I refer to above as the temple, but the 
plantings can also give a distinct character and follow certain themes. Additionally, the landscape architects 
might have ideas for some kind of iconic treatment of certain parts of the site.  Artists in residence can, over 
time, embellish the site with their work but this needs to be directed in some manner and not ad-hoc.

I hope these few initial thoughts are of some value and I look forward to talking more about the project in the 
future. 

Yours sincerely,

Professor Richard J. Weller

The Site and its Design
With a substantial aquifer-fed waterbody, a range of landscape “rooms” and unmitigated vistas to the 
(sacred) mountains, the site has real potential. It will however, require substantial modification if it is to 
become an enchanting destination. Currently the site is a somewhat degraded farm, whereas it primarily 
has to become a wonderful garden, although this needn’t and probably shouldn’t preclude the production of 
food and other plant derivatives.

There are many precedents to consider but two spring to mind: Stourhead in England and The Golden 
Temple (Kinkaku-ji) in Kyoto. Both involve truly exquisite relationships between buildings and water-
orientated landscapes. To achieve the qualities one finds in the two aforementioned places, the 3 water 
bodies on the site need to be reorganized as (more or less) one lake and all buildings sited vary carefully as 
parts of a holistic choreography. If for whatever reason the amalgamation of the 3 water bodies  proves 
difficult then Id suggest that the development focus on the first and highest water body. This area has the 
best views and the best water. That said, it is not really big enough to support several structures along the 
water-land interface. To reorganize the water involves substantial earthworks.

The existing building is of little value and was, in my opinion, sited in the wrong place. Of course all 
buildings should be properly oriented toward the sun and in respect of the winds throughout the year but 
they should also be sited so as to capitalize on the views. In this sense the buildings should face the 
mountain whereas the existing building faces the public road. Currently a private service road cuts through 
the middle of the site – this should be removed as part of the reorganization of the three lakes. Cars should 
be parked near the road and then never seen again. The experience of the site should be almost 
exclusively pedestrian and the circulation carefully set out, not so as to get from A to B in haste, but to slow 
down and reveal the site and its larger context. The site planning should work with concealing and revealing 
vistas. Buildings are in accordingly set in landscape “scenes”- reminiscent of both English and oriental 
picturesque landscapes. The circulation system would however also double up as a service route for small 
vehicles.

There should be one exceptional building set either directly in or on the very edge of the main waterbody. 
This building should be an artwork in and of itself (a contemporary temple, water pavilion). This building 
alone should create the memorable postcard image of the whole development. It should be intended to 
become world famous. 

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
First Impression by Prof. Richard J. Weller
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EPICUREANISM 

Epicureanism

Epicureanism is a system of philosophy based upon the teachings of Epicurus (c. 341–c. 270 
BC), founded around 307 BC. Epicurus was an atomic materialist, following in the steps of 
Democritus. His materialism led him to a general attack on superstition and divine intervention. 
Following Aristippus—about whom very little is known—Epicurus believed that the greatest good 
was to seek modest pleasures in order to attain a state of tranquility and freedom from fear 
(ataraxia) as well as absence of bodily pain (aponia) through knowledge of the workings of the 
world and the limits of our desires. The combination of these two states is supposed to constitute 
happiness in its highest form. Although Epicureanism is a form of hedonism, insofar as it declares 
pleasure as the sole intrinsic good, its conception of absence of pain as the greatest pleasure and 
its advocacy of a simple life make it different from "hedonism" as it is commonly understood.

In the Epicurean view, the highest pleasure (tranquility and freedom from fear) was obtained by 
knowledge, friendship and living a virtuous and temperate life. He lauded the enjoyment of simple 
pleasures, by which he meant abstaining from bodily desires, such as sex and appetites, verging 
on asceticism. He argued that when eating, one should not eat too richly, for it could lead to 
dissatisfaction later, such as the grim realization that one could not afford such delicacies in the 
future. Likewise, sex could lead to increased lust and dissatisfaction with the sexual partner. 
Epicurus did not articulate a broad system of social morality that has survived.

Epicureanism was originally a challenge to Platonism, though later it became the main opponent 
of Stoicism. Epicurus and his followers shunned politics. After the death of Epicurus, his school 
was headed by Hermarchus; later many Epicurean societies flourished in the Late Hellenistic era 
and during the Roman era (such as those in Antiochia, Alexandria, Rhodes and Ercolano). The 
poet Lucretius is its most known Roman proponent. By the end of the Roman Empire, having 
undergone Christian attack and repression, Epicureanism had all but died out, and would be 
resurrected in the 17th century by the atomist Pierre Gassendi, who adapted it to the Christian 
doctrine. 

Some writings by Epicurus have survived. Some scholars consider the epic poem On the Nature 
of Things by Lucretius to present in one unified work the core arguments and theories of 
Epicureanism. Many of the papyrus scrolls unearthed at the Villa of the Papyri at Herculaneum 
are Epicurean texts. At least some are thought to have belonged to the Epicurean Philodemus.

Epicurus
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GREEK GYMNASIUM

The Gymnasium

The gymnasium in ancient Greece functioned as a training facility for competitors in public games. It was 
also a place for socializing and engaging in intellectual pursuits. The name comes from the Greek term 
gymnos meaning naked. Athletes competed in the nude, a practice said to encourage aesthetic appreciation 
of the male body and a tribute to the gods. Gymnasia and palestrae were under the protection and patronage 
of Heracles, Hermes and, in Athens, Theseus.

Etymology of gymnasium 

The word gymnasium is the romanization of the Greek noun "γυμνάσιον" (gymnasion), 
"gymnastic school", in pl. "bodily exercises" and generally "school"which in turn is derived from the common 
Greek adjective "γυμνός" (gymnos) meaning "naked",by way of the related verb "γυμνάζω" 
(gymnazo), whose meaning is "to train naked", "train in gymnastic exercise", generally "to train, to exercise". 
The verb had this meaning because one undressed for exercise. Historically, the gymnasium was used for 
exercise, communal bathing, and scholarly and philosophical pursuits. The English noun gymnast, first 
recorded in 1594,is formed from the Greek "γυμναστής" (gymnastēs),but in Greek this word 
means "trainer" not "gymnast". The palaistra was the part of the gymnasium devoted to wrestling, boxing and 
ball games. 

In Athens there were three great public gymnasia: the 
Academy, the Lyceum and the Cynosarges,each of which was 
dedicated to a deity whose statue adorned the structure. Each 
of the three was rendered famous by association with a 
celebrated school of philosophy. Antisthenes founded a school 
at the Cynosarges, from which some say the name Cynic
derives;Plato founded a school that gathered at the Academy, 
after which the school was named, making the gymnasium 
famous for hundreds of years; and Aristotle founded a school 
that gathered at the Lyceum, after which the school was 
named.
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Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyceum_(Classical)

The Lyceum (Ancient Greek: Λύκειον, "Lykeion") was a gymnasium and public meeting place in 
Classical Athens named after the god of the grove that housed the Lyceum, Apollo Lyceus. Apollo was also 
the Greek “wolf-god.”

Though best known for its connection with Aristotle and the peripatetic school he led there, the Lyceum was 
in existence long before Aristotle’s formal founding in 334 or 335 BC and continued under several heads 
until the Roman general Sulla sacked Athens in 86 BC. The remains of the Lyceum were discovered in 
modern Athens in 1996.

The Lyceum before Aristotle
Speculation suggests that Pericles or Pisistratus may have originally opened the first building of the Lyceum, 
as a gymnasium, in the fifth or sixth centuries BC, though the Lyceum grounds would have predated the 
gymnasium. In the early years of the Lyceum the head of the Greek army was said to have had an office 
there, which would have made it easy for him to be involved in the military training and exercises which the 
grounds were used for. The Lyceum’s use as a recreational gym and military training base is supported by 
the existence of wrestling rings, a racetrack, and seats for athlothetai, the judges of athletic events.

A long list of philosophers and sophists gave talks at the Lyceum prior to Aristotle, including Prodicus of 
Ceos, Protagoras and Rhapsodes. The most famous philosophers to have taught there, however, were 
Isocrates, Plato (of The Academy) and the best-known Athenian teacher, Socrates. In addition to military 
training and educational pursuits, the Lyceum also housed Athenian Assembly meetings before the Pnyx
became the official meeting place in the fifth century BC. Cult practices of various groups were also held at 
the Lyceum.

Aristotle's school and library 
In 335 BC, Athens fell under Macedonian rule and Aristotle, aged 50, returned from Asia. Upon his return to 
Athens, Aristotle began teaching regularly in the morning in the Lyceum and founded an official school, The 
Lyceum. 

The group of scholars who followed the Aristotelian doctrine came to be known as the Peripatetics due to 
Aristotle’s tendency to walk as he taught.

Aristotle’s main foci as a teacher were cooperative research, an idea which he founded through his natural 
history work and systematic collection of philosophical works to contribute to his library. His students were 
assigned historical or scientific research projects as part of their studies. The school was also student run. 
The students elected a new student administrator to work with the school leadership every ten days, 
allowing all the students to become involved in turn. 

Aristotle's Lyceum today

During 1996 excavation to clear space for Athens’ new Museum of Modern Art the remains of Aristotle’s 
Lyceum were uncovered. Descriptions from the works of ancient philosophers hint at the location of the 
grounds, speculated to be somewhere just outside the eastern boundary of ancient Athens, near the rivers 
Ilissus and Eridanus and Mount Lykabettos, which is just where the remains were found. In present-day 
Athens the excavation site is located between Rigilis and Vasilissis Sofias, 200 yards from the British 
Embassy and behind the War Museum. The first excavations revealed a gymnasium and wrestling area, but 
further work has uncovered the majority of what is believed to have withstood the erosion caused to the 
region by nearby architecture’s placement and drainage. Upon realizing the magnitude of the discovery 
beneath the parking lot to be transformed into the museum, secondary plans were made for nearby 
construction of the art museum so that it could be combined with a Lyceum outdoor museum and give 
tourists easy access to both attractions. There are plans for a large outdoor roof to be placed over the 
Lyceum remains, and the area was slated to open for the public in summer 2009.

LYCEUM - ARISTOTLE
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PLATO - ACADEMY 

Platonic Academy

The Academy (Ancient Greek: Ἀκαδήμεια) was founded by Plato in ca. 387 BC in 
Athens. Aristotle studied there for twenty years (367 BC - 347 BC) before founding his own 
school, the Lyceum. The Academy persisted throughout the Hellenistic period as a skeptical
school, until coming to an end after the death of Philo of Larissa in 83 BC. Although philosophers 
continued to teach Plato's philosophy in Athens during the Roman era, it was not until AD 410 
that a revived Academy was re-established as a center for Neoplatonism, persisting until 529 AD 
when it was finally closed down by Justinian I.

Site 
Before the Akademia was a school, and even before Cimon enclosed its precincts with a wall, it 
contained a sacred grove of olive trees dedicated to Athena, the goddess of wisdom, outside the 
city walls of ancient Athens. The archaic name for the site was Hekademia
(Ἑκαδήμεια), which by classical times evolved into Akademia and was explained, at 
least as early as the beginning of the 6th century BC, by linking it to an Athenian hero, a 
legendary “Akademos". 

The site of the Academy was sacred to Athena and other immortals; it had sheltered her religious 
cult since the Bronze Age, a cult that was perhaps also associated with the hero-god the Dioscuri
(Castor and Polydeuces), for the hero Akademos associated with the site was credited with 
revealing to the Divine Twins where Theseus had hidden Helen. Out of respect for its long 
tradition and the association with the Dioscuri, the Spartans would not ravage these original 
"groves of Academe" when they invaded Attica, a piety not shared by the Roman Sulla, who axed 
the sacred olive trees of Athena in 86 BC to build siege engines.

Among the religious observations that took place at the Akademeia was a torchlit night race from 
altars within the city to Prometheus' altar in the Akademeia. Funeral Games also took place in the 
area as well as a Dionysiac procession from Athens to the Hekademeia and then back to the 
polis.The road to Akademeia was lined with the gravestones of Athenians.

The site of the Academy was located near Colonus. The walk from Athens to the Academy was 6 
stadia (1 mile) from the Dipylon gates (Kerameikos). The site was rediscovered in the 20th 
century, in modern Akadimia Platonos; considerable excavation has been accomplished and 
visiting the site is free.

Archaeological site of Plato's academy

Archaeological site of Plato's academy

Map of Ancient Athens. The Academy is north of Athens.
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
The Rockefeller Centre in Bellagio on Lake Como, Italy 

The Rockefeller Foundation owns and operates the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center in 
Bellagio, Italy. The Center comprises several buildings, spread across a 50-acre (200,000 m2) 
property, on the peninsula between lakes Como and Lecco in Northern Italy. The Center is 
sometimes colloquially referred to as the Villa Serbelloni. The Villa is only one of the many 
buildings in which residents and conference participants are housed. The property was 
bequeathed to the Foundation in 1959 under the presidency of Dean Rusk (who was later to 
become U.S. President Kennedy's secretary of state).

The Bellagio Center operates both a conference center and a residency program. The residency
program is a competitive program to which scholars, artists, writers, musicians, scientists, 
policymakers and development professionals from around the world can apply to work on a 
project of their own choosing for a period of four weeks.



PIANG DAO MIND RESORT, CHIANG MAI, THAILAND
COLIN K. OKASHIMO AND ASSOCIATES/LAND STUDIO 8/               / ENVIRO PRO

COMPARATIVE PLACES
Harvard University’s Dumbarton Oaks in Washington DC

Dumbarton Oaks is a 19th century Federal-style mansion with 
famous gardensin the Georgetown neighborhood of Washington, 
D.C. It currently houses the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library 
and Collection, a center for scholarship in
Byzantine studies, Pre-Columbian studies and the history of 
landscape architecture. The center publishes the academic journal 
Dumbarton Oaks Papers and other books in their three main areas 
of study. An active fellowship program, both summer and year-long, 
makes Dumbarton Oaks an important center of scholarship.

The mansion was built in 1800. Famously, it was the Washington 
residence of U.S. Senator, official, and Vice President John C. 
Calhoun. It was purchased in 1920 by  (1875-1962), a longtime 
member of the Foreign Service and his wife  (1875-1969), a 
prominent art collector and daughter of Demas Barnes who was an 
investor in Charles Henry Fletcher's 'Fletcher's Castoria' via the 
corporate entity The Centaur Company. Additions to the house have 
been made by several architects, including Philip Johnson.

There are about ten acres (four hectares) of gardens on the grounds 
of Dumbarton Oaks, designed from 1922 to 1947 by noted 
landscape architect Beatrix Farrand in collaboration with Mrs. Robert 
Woods Bliss. The gardens comprise a series of terraces built on a 
hill behind the house, with the remaining areas laid out informally. 
They include the Star Garden, Green Garden, Beech Terrace, Urn 
Terrace, formal Rose Garden, Arbor Terrace, Fountain Terrace, 
Lover's Lane Pool, and Pebble Terrace, as well as a Camellia Circle, 
Prunus Walk, Cherry Hill, Crabapple Hill, Forsythia Hill, and Fairview 
Hill. All are open to the public for a fee.

The German philosophers Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno
make reference to Dumbarton Oaks in their classic work Dialectic of 
Enlightenment with the memorable observation that: "As a dense 
network of modern means of communication, the world has become 
so unified that differences in the breakfast eaten by diplomatists in 
Dumbarton Oaks and Persia have come to be seen as national 
features, like the hunger for rice of the millions who have fallen 
through the tight meshes.



PIANG DAO MIND RESORT, CHIANG MAI, THAILAND
COLIN K. OKASHIMO AND ASSOCIATES/LAND STUDIO 8/               / ENVIRO PRO

COMPARATIVE PLACES
Harvard University’s Dumbarton Oaks in Washington DC
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
James Martin School for the 21st Century at Oxford University

The goal of the School is to formulate new concepts, policies and technologies that will make the 
future a better place to be 

It is likely that the 21st century will be an unusually challenging one in the history of mankind. The goal of 
the School is to develop strategies for responding to the most serious problems, some of which even have 
the potential to threaten the future of humanity itself. At the same time, we also seek to harness the most 
promising opportunities facing the world in the new century.

The James Martin 21st Century School, founded in June 2005 at the University of Oxford, is a unique 
collaborative research effort. As a world class university with leading scholars and practitioners across a 
very wide range of disciplines, the University aims to be at the forefront of the work to find these solutions.

The focus of the School is on stimulating Oxford's research, by giving the University's scholars the 
resources and space to think imaginatively about the problems and the opportunities that the future will 
bring.

- The work must meet the best Oxford scholarly standards, must be original and additional to work done 
elsewhere, and is expected to have a global impact. The 21st Century School has been designed to:
Initiate new and collaborative research and encourage members of the University to take up new areas and 
new styles of thinking 

- Operate a research grant programme to stimulate innovative research at the Institutes 

- Facilitate lectures, seminars and other teaching activities to encourage students and faculty to focus on 
future challenges. Workshops and other outreach will ensure ideas generated by the School inform public 
and private decision-making and that the School's work is informed by the global challenges facing 
governments and society. 
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
Stourhead in England

Stourhead is a 2,650 acre (11 km²) estate at the source of the River Stour near Mere, Wiltshire, 
England. The estate includes a Palladian mansion, the village of Stourton, gardens, farmland, and 
woodland. Stourhead has been in the ownership of the National Trust since 1946.

The Gardens
The gardens were designed by Henry Hoare II and laid out between 1741 and 1780 in a classical 
18th-century design set around a large lake, achieved by damming a small stream. The inspiration 
behind their creation were the painters Claude Lorrain, Poussin and, in particular, Gaspar Dughet, 
who painted Utopian-type views of Italian landscapes. It is similar in style to the landscape 
gardens at Stowe

Included in the garden are a number of temples designed to show off the Hoare family's education 
and wealth. On one hill overlooking the gardens there stands an obelisk and King Alfred's Tower
(a 50-metre-tall, brick folly designed by Henry Flitcroft in 1772); on another hill the temple of Apollo
provides a vantage point to survey the magnificent rhododendrons, water, cascades and temples. 
Amongst the woodland surrounding the site there are also two Iron Age hill forts: Whitesheet Hill
and . The gardens are home to a large collection of trees and shrubs from around the world.

Richard Colt Hoare, the grandson of Henry Hoare II, inherited Stourhead in 1785. He added the 
library wing to the mansion and in the garden was responsible for the building of the boathouse 
and the removal of several features that were not in keeping with the general classical and gothic 
styles (including a Turkish Tent). He also considerably enhanced the planting - the Temple of 
Apollo rises from a wooded slope, that was planted in Colt Hoare's time. With the antiquarian 
passion of the times, he had 400 ancient burial mounds dug up in order to inform his pioneering 
History of Ancient Wiltshire.
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
Stourhead in England
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
Golden Temple (Kinkaku-ji) in Kyoto

Listed on UNESCO's World Heritage List in 1994, Kinkaku-ji (Temple of the Golden Pavilion) is the 
popular name of Rokuon-ji (Deer Park Temple), a temple dedicated to the Buddhist Goddess of Mercy, 
Kannon. The land was first a mountain getaway for Saionji Kitsune (1171-1244) and included both a temple 
and a villa. The estate withered away and became the property of Ashikaga Yoshimitsu (1358-1408), the 
third shogun of the Ashikaga Shogunate, who built Kitayamaden as a retirement estate in 1398. After his 
death in 1419, the grounds were turned into a Buddhist temple for the Rinzai sect and Muso Kokushi was 
appointed abbot as per Yoshimitsu's will. The name Rokuon comes from Yoshimitsu's Buddhist name. 

The pavilion and the pond on which it stands were designed to resemble the image of the Seven Treasure 
Pond in scenes of the Buddhist Paradise. The pond is even filled with the lotus plants, symbolizing the 
flower of truth rising from the mud of this mundane world. Also placed in the pond are several stones and 
islands, representing the eight oceans and nine mountains of the Buddhist creation story.

The Golden Pavillion has three floors and stands 12.8 meters (42 feet) high, 10.0 meters (33 feet) wide, and 
15.2 meters (40 feet) long. Each floor is designed in a different style yet the three harmonize well and create 
a spectacular architectural effect. Yoshimitsu was fascinated by Chinese culture and art and is credited with 
reopening trade between the two countries. His interest can be seen in the architecture of his pavilion. 

The first floor, called the Hosui-in (Chamber of Dharma Waters), is in the shinden-zukuri style developed in 
the Heian period. This early style of palace buildings contains a large room and a veranda. This floor was 
used as a reception hall for welcoming guests in the days of Yoshimitsu. 

The second floor was built in the style of samurai houses, bukezukuri style, and is called the Cho-on-do 
(Hall of Roaring Waves). This is where Yoshimitsu held his private meetings with honored guests. This floor 
is decorated with paintings by Kano Masanobu (1434-1530) and holds an image of the Bodhisattva Kannon
with Shitenno images on both sides. 

The final floor, known as the Kukyocho (Firmament Top), is only a few square meters (about 23 square feet) 
and was used for intimate meetings with friends and tea ceremonies. Inspired by the architecture of the 
Sung Chinese style there are bell-shaped windows and three Amida images. On the roof of the pavilion is 
just over a meter (3.7 feet) tall bronze statue of a phoenix that is also leafed in gold. 
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Golden Temple (Kinkaku-ji) in Kyoto
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
The Colony in Peterborough, New York

History
In 1896, Edward MacDowell, a composer, and Marian MacDowell, a pianist, bought a farm in Peterborough, 
New Hampshire, where they spent summers working in peaceful surroundings. It was in Peterborough that 
Edward, arguably America’s first great composer, said he produced more and better music. Not long after 
— falling prematurely and gravely ill — Edward conveyed to his wife that he wished to give other artists the 
same creative experience under which he had thrived. 

Before his death in 1908, Marian set about fulfilling his wish of making a community on their New Hampshire 
property where artists could work in an ideal place in the stimulating company of peers. Their vision became 
nationally known as the “Peterborough Idea,” and in 1906, prominent citizens of the time — among them 
Grover Cleveland, Andrew Carnegie, and J. Pierpont Morgan — created a fund in Edward’s honor to make 
the idea a reality. Although Edward lived to see the first Fellows arrive, it was under Marian’s leadership that 
support for the Colony increased, most of the 32 studios were built, and the artistic program grew and 
flourished. Until her death in 1956, she traveled across the country to further public awareness about the 
Colony’s mission, giving lecture-recitals to raise funds for its preservation. 

At its founding, the Colony was an experiment with no precedent. It stands now having provided crucial time 
and space to more than 6,000 artists, including such notable names as Leonard Bernstein, Thornton Wilder, 
Aaron Copland, Milton Avery, James Baldwin, Spalding Gray, and more recently Alice Walker, Alice Sebold, 
Jonathan Franzen, Michael Chabon, Suzan-Lori Parks, Meredith Monk, and many more.

In 1997, The MacDowell Colony was honored with the National Medal of Arts — the highest award given by 
the United States to artists or arts patrons — for “nurturing and inspiring many of this century’s finest artists”
and offering them “the opportunity to work within a dynamic community of their peers, where creative 
excellence is the standard.” In 2007, the Colony celebrated its Centennial with a yearlong celebration of the 
freedom to create. You can browse through MacDowell's history by viewing the Centennial timeline here.
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MASTERPLAN  ENLARGEMENT – PART 1
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MASTERPLAN  ENLARGEMENT – PART 2
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MASTERPLAN  ENLARGEMENT – PART 3
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MASTERPLAN  ENLARGEMENT – PART 4
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MAIN RESIDENCE
Design Sketches by Sonny Chan
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Therme Vals, Switzerland by  Peter ZumthorVillarrica National Park, Chile.

Rooftop Planting Examples
OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES
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OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES
Farnsworth House - Mies Van Der Rohe
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RAMMED EARTH

Source: Rauch,M. 2001, Rammed Earth, Basel: Birkhäuser
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OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES
Badeschiff or “bathing ship” in Berlin, Germany
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Memorial to Yone Noguchi, faculty Room and Garden, Keio university, Tokyo, 1951-52, architect Yoshiro Taniguchi ’Good Fortune 2007’, 20Trees, Malaysia- Dr. Colin K. Okashimo

OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES
Artworks
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AREA 2
ARTIST RESIDENCE AND FUTURE PHEANG DAO MUSEUM OF CONTEMPLATION
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ARTIST RESIDENCE AND FUTURE PIANG DAO MUSEUM OF CONTEMPLATION
Site Condition
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OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES
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OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES

Source: Bognar, B. 2005, Kengo Kuma Selected Works, New York: Princeton Architectural Press
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AREA 3
LYCHEE LYCEUM
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LYCHEE LYCEUM
Site Condition
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LYCHEE LYCEUM
Meditation options

Meditation terraceLawn Meditation
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LYCHEE LYCEUM
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OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES
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OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES

Layout
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Prayer Sticks

Wat Ched Yod, Chiang Mai, Thailand
OTHER DESIGN REFFERENCES
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LYCHEE LYCEUM
TDM Pavilion examples
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LYCHEE LYCEUM
Design Sketches – TDM Pavilion
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LYCHEE LYCEUM
Design Sketches / Design Reference – TDM Pavilion

Hotel Maya, Kuala Lumpur
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WORKING BOARDS / INSPIRATION
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WORKING BOARDS / INSPIRATION
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1st WORK SESSION IN SINGAPORE
27th September, 2008
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WORK SESSION IN SINGAPORE
18th May, 2010
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WORK SESSION IN SINGAPORE
20th May, 2010
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PRESENTATION IN SINGAPORE
21st May, 2010
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PRESENTATION IN SINGAPORE
21st May, 2010
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PEOPLE
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PEOPLE
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PEOPLE
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PEOPLE
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
The Land Foundation
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
Pun-Pun – Seed Saving Centre
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
Pun-Pun – Seed Saving Centre
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OTHER DESIGN REFERENCE
The Chedi, Chiang Mai
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
Ng Sek San – Treading the land lightly

Source: The Business Times, 2009
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COMPARATIVE PLACES
Ng Sek San – Treading the land lightly

Source: The Business Times, 2009
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Source: Financial Times – May 15, 2010- travel unravelled

COMPARATIVE PLACES
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Source: Financial Times – May 15, 2010- travel unravelled

ART IS IN RESIDENCE
COMPARATIVE PLACES



PIANG DAO MIND RESORT, CHIANG MAI, THAILAND
COLIN K. OKASHIMO AND ASSOCIATES/LAND STUDIO 8/               / ENVIRO PRO

THAILAND INFLUENCE
Doi Chiang Dao

Mountains In Thailand

Doi Chiang Dao 2175m

Doi Mae Tho 2031m
Doi Inthanon 2590m

Doi Ku Sathan 1630m

Khao Rang 1078m
Khao Kha Khaeng 2420m
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THAILAND INFLUENCE
Doi Chiang Dao

Source: Compass Magazine, Vol.6 No.65 October 2008
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THAILAND INFLUENCE
Doi Chiang Dao

Source: Chiang Mai  Mag, January 2010
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THAILAND INFLUENCE
Thai old houses
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THAILAND INFLUENCE
Elephant Camp
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THAILAND INFLUENCE
Elephant Camp
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THAILAND INFLUENCE
Elephant Camp
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PLANTS IN THAILAND
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INSTANT TREES NURSERY
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MATERIALS
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